S10868

with Senator STEVENS and say enough
is enough. It is time for us to get be-
hind the President, get the business of
the Senate moving forward in a bipar-
tisan fashion again.

I might ask the Senator from Ne-
vada, before I close and yield to others
who might ask questions: A similar
thing is happening with aviation secu-
rity, is it not, in the House? This is a
bill we passed 100-0. People have come
up to me on the street in Chicago, at
Marshall Fields department store on
Sunday. I was spending a few minutes
looking around. A couple fellows asked:
Aren’t you Senator DURBIN? We want
to talk to you about aviation security,
airport security. And we want to know
whether it is safe to fly.

We passed a bill which has sky mar-
shals, which has perimeter security
around airports, which professionalizes
the screening at airports so we can
have confidence that we have the best
people with background checks and
training and supervision and national
standards, just as we had with air traf-
fic controllers, having them working
security at airports. That bill has been
stopped in the House of Representa-
tives by the majority whip, ToM DELAY
of Texas, who objects to the idea of
Federal employees being involved. So
here in the Senate we can’t move the
President’s bill for foreign operations
to deal with our war against terrorism,
and over in the House of Representa-
tives they can’t move the bill for avia-
tion security.

In both instances, is it not true it is
the President’s party that is stopping a
bill the President is asking for?

Mr. REID. The Senator from Illinois
is absolutely right.

The Senator asked the question
about the negotiation part of it. Our
leader is Senator ToM DASCHLE. He has
50 people who support him in our cau-
cus on everything. He is our leader. We
recognize that. He is a man of great pa-
tience. I have worked with him, served
with him in the House. We were elected
to the Senate at the same time. We
work very closely together. I have
never served politically with anyone
with as much patience as he has.

Mr. DURBIN. I agree with the Sen-
ator.

Mr. REID. Even ToM DASCHLE’S pa-
tience has run out on this roving fili-
buster on judges. The Senator asked
me what has happened on the negotia-
tions. This is foolishness. We have
three office buildings closed. Senator
LEAHY just came upon the floor. He
can’t go into his office. He can’t go
into his personal office. He can’t go
into the Judiciary Committee office.

What in the world is the man sup-
posed to do? Can’t we move forward on
these appropriations bills? This is a
travesty. It is a travesty of the Amer-
ican political system to hold these pro-
grams up because we are not approving
enough judges because this man here is
not leading the Judiciary Committee
properly.

I was on the floor Thursday. This is
one thing I said. The Senator was not
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on the floor. I want to say it right here
again, the last thing I said:

Why hold up these appropriations bills? It
is not going to speed things up. Now we are
going into the third week with a filibuster.
It is wrong, and I am very sorry it is hap-
pening. But no one is going to denigrate PAT
LEAHY while I have an ounce of breath left in
my body.

That is how I feel about it. This man
is being slandered. I think it is awful
what is happening here, what is hap-
pening to this man and to this institu-
tion. I have lived on the Senate floor. I
have worked day and night helping
them move appropriations bills, help-
ing them, going to you and to you and
to you, saying, don’t offer that amend-
ment; we need to move this; it is for
the country. And we came through
every time.

Here we have this bill being held up
because we are not moving enough
judges. I think it is horrible. I think it
is wrong.

I yield to the Senator from Vermont
for a question.

Mr. LEAHY. I am sure the distin-
guished senior Senator from Nevada
knows how much I appreciate his kind
words of support. And of course our
friendship, of nearly a generation now,
I value as much as any friendship in
this body. It is interesting, I wonder if
the Senator from Nevada knows that
last week when a number of buildings
were being closed down and all, I had
several members of the other party
come to me and tell me privately: I as-
sume, of course, you won’t have an ex-
ecutive meeting and pass out judges;
you certainly aren’t going to be able to
have any hearings on judges.

In fact, some of them were saying
they not only assumed that, they
hoped I wouldn’t because they wanted
to get out of town.

The Senator from Nevada told me
one of President Bush’s nominees had
made a 3,000 mile trip here and is there
some way we could hold the hearing for
this Republican judge, having made the
trip. Of course, I had the hearing. Of
course, we met. In fact, we had a pic-
ture in one of the papers showing we
had about 100-some-odd people crowded
into the President’s room and a couple
other people crowded into Senator
BYRD’s Appropriations committee
room to have both of the hearings. We
voted out about 20 nominees between
U.S. attorneys and judges. And then we
had a hearing on four or five more
judges that afternoon, even including
one from a State where the Republican
Senator didn’t bother to show up.

Mr. REID. Before we go out, I want
to respond to the Senator’s question.
First of all, I appreciate the friendship
that we have. I say this for the institu-
tion, I say to my friend for the institu-
tion. I would have stood to defend this
institution. You are part of this insti-
tution, and the institution we call the
U.S. Senate is also being defamed. This
is not the way to legislate.

Yes, Larry Hicks flew from Nevada to
here, as did other people fly from
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around the country. What a disappoint-
ment it would have been to Larry
Hicks and to the other people if they
had come back here to find out the
meeting was canceled. No one could
have criticized you for canceling that
meeting.

Anthrax was present. People were
being treated for anthrax poison. No
one could have criticized you. But you
not only held a markup back here; you
went down on the first floor and held a
hearing. I said earlier today, if we
passed out medals in the Senate, you
would deserve a medal for what you did
last week. To have people criticizing
you and your committee for not mov-
ing fast enough is disgraceful.

Mr. LEAHY. I thank my colleague.

Mr. DAYTON. Will the Senator yield?

Mr. REID. Our time is up. I think it
is time to go out.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Forty-
five seconds remain.

Mr. DAYTON. I was going to ask how
many of these instances have occurred.
The U.S. attorney from Minnesota, a
Republican friend of mine, high school
classmate who was appointed, Senator
LEAHY went to finish the paperwork
himself to get him expedited through
the process. I wonder how many of
these have occurred.

Mr. REID. I think we are going to re-
port out 13 of these today that he did
not have to do but he did.

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the hour of 12:30
having arrived, the Senate stands in re-
cess until the hour of 2:15 p.m.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:30 p.m., recessed until 2:15 p.m.
and reassembled when called to order
by the Presiding Officer (Mr. CLELAND).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Senator from Georgia, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF JAMES H. PAYNE
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN,
EASTERN, AND WESTERN DIS-
TRICTS OF OKLAHOMA

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the nomination of James H. Payne, of
Oklahoma, which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of James H. Payne, of
Oklahoma, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern, Eastern, and
Western Districts of Oklahoma.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today the
Senate will confirm four additional



